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WE DO NOT BEG
FOR FREEDOM.

DEaR PLAYERS,

It Is with great pleasure that we presant yat ancther board game from the
educational serles published by the Institute of Natlonal Remembranca. For
Mmany years now, our gameas hawve enjoyed great populanty and have been
highly pralsed. The success of *303" has encouraged Its authors to create ano-
thertitle which — using the same nules — presents the nature of the alr battle
ouer Warsaw In 1939, Thus, the Idea of the 11" was born. Taken together with
*302" 1t shows how difficult a task the Polish pllots were facing one year bafio-
re the Battle of Britain.

In September 1939, Foland was forced to confront the German Armuy,
one of the greatest military powers of the time. The French Ambassador In
Warsaw, Leon Mogl recalled: ® In spite of the hemolsm and extracrdinany sac
rifice of the Polish pllots, which eventhe Inhabitamts of Warsaw were aware
of the German alrforces, due to thelr overwhelming quanttative and techni-
cal advantage galned control ouver the Polish skies very quickly, atthough with
heawy losses'. Despita this, the Polish soldiers did not stop fighting. * The situ-
atlon Is clear. We have been attacked so we are fighting,” sald Prime Minister
Falicjan Stawel-Skiadkowskl In the Sajm (the lower house of the Polish Parlia-
ment).

In September 1939, Warsaw was aenally defended by the Pursutt Brigade
consisting of flue Fighter Escadnlles. The game's title refiers to ane of tham —
the Mth Aghter Escadrille. It was pllots from that Escadrlle who, after baing
defeated In September and wandering through Romania to Franca finally
reached England. There they formed the first flying personnel of the 303rd
Polish Fighter Squadron which, during the Battle of Britain, creatad its legend
which stll flourishes today. These were pllots who provided the Squadmon
with the badge and tradition of thelr pre-war unit.

The course of the game will obwiously not change the course of history
and will not make Foland vickonous in the war. Howewer, it will glve you
a chance, howeuver, to fight one of the many aeral duels. It will enable you to
leam the history and presense the memornes.

Andrzel Zaudstowskl, Ph.D,
D¥rectorof the Public Education Office
of the Institute of Mational Remembrancs
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WE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM.

EscapRILLE
BADGES OF THE
Pursuit BriGADE
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Itis the morning of 1 Septermber 1339 The German Army is attacking along the entire length of
the Polish border. At 6.35 AM, a battle dispatch from Miawa reaches the staff of the Pursuit Briga-
de, reporting a large number of enemy planes heading for the capital from East Prussia. Warsaw -
alert! At the camouflaged airfields in Zielonka and Poniatdw, the mechanicstake the planes out of
the masking cowver of trees and the pilots get into their machines. At 6.50 AM, aflare is set off, and
a moment later the sections of "The Elevers” take off. It istimeto show the Krauts how the Foles
fight!

In less tham an hour, the first German bomber will go down near Puttusk. Will the Polish pilots, ma-
rage to defand Warsaw today against the power of the Luftaffe?

ELEMENTS OF THE GAME
+ Playing board
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4 Polish fighters 1 Polish antl-alrcraft 3 Luftwaffe 2 Luftwaffe
artilleny token fightars bombers

4 cloud tokens 3 camouflage tokens

F s
e @ @ 3 shoot dice the sides of which respactively stand for:
@ 3 & Polish Alr Force ﬂ 3 K Luftuaffe

= e S 10 shot markers fuel consumption indicator with fastener



PREPARING TO PLAY THE GAME

1. Placethe board In the middle of the table.

) Choose who will be playingeach side. The Polish playersitson the southern side of the

map, the German player on tts northern side,

o SR

Q Assemble the planes according to the contours marked on the board. “'f'_ ﬁ ’K
Place the Antl-alrcraft Artillerny token on the "Warsawa" (Warsaw) flald.
Place the fusl corsumption Indicataron mark *1° of the fuel gauge.
Put shooting markers, camouflage tokens and the dice beside the board so that the play-

ars have easy access to them.
i Then, take two doud to-
kens and place each of
them altemately onthe
board, starting with the
Polish player. You can
place the cloud tokens
anywhere on the board
(marked here with blue
tint), except ather clouds,
the airfields, and the anti-
alrcraft artillery defen-
slve zone marked around
Warsaw. Playing the re-
miatch second round with
thee cloud setting identical
to that In the first rourd Is
recommended.
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THE AIM OF THE GAME

The aim of the game Is different for each player. Luft-
waffe's alm s to bomb Warsaw. To succeed, the German
bomber must each the fleld represanting Warsaw. The
Paolish Alr Force's alm Is to prevent the rald by shoaoting
dalun the bamber or delaying thalrflight towards War-
saw during & rounds of the game.

GAME PARTS

During combat, the pilots of 111th Fighter Escadrille demonstrated excellert refleses and powers of
obsensation, as well as nerves of steel. But before ooming to sit in the codkpits of fighter planes, the
pilots leamed disdpline in the tough "Eaglets’ School” in Deblin nearWarsaw. Leaming the rules of
the garme will require a time inuvestment. Howewer, if you persevers, you, tog, may become a fly-

ing ace.

The game & divided Into two parts, each coensisting of elght rounds. Eveny round Is marked
off by means of the fuel consumption iIndicator on the fuel gauge In the cormer of the board.
Eveny mound consists of sl phases. Before the first alr duel takes place, only phases 1,3, 4, 6 are
played.

1.

L

Lufowaffe fighters' mowe (p. 6)

Lufuwaffe fighters' (p. 7-9) and bombers' (p. 5) shots
Bombers' mowe (p. 5)

Paolish fighters' mowe {p. 7-5)

Polish fighters (p. 7-9) and artillery (p.12) shots
Shifting the fuel gauge (p. 5)

THE END OF THE PART

“1I1" has three possible endings:

a)

b)
cl

Luftuwaffe wins if the bomber pllot succeeds In bombing Warsaw, Le. putting the bomber
tokan on the fleld rpresanting Warsaww,

Foles win if the pllots manage to shoot down both bombers.

Poles also win if, for elght rounds, its pllots manage o keep the bombers from reaching
Warsaw.

Flaase note at the end ofthe part, players must makea note of wihich round play ended at, and hows
many Folish planes remarned on the game board. This can be done by placn g two shooting markers
on the black and white edge of the board on the numbers (8, 7, 8and{, 2 3, 4, respectively). This infor-
mation may be essential to estabiishing the winner of the entie game.



THE END OF THE GAME

In September 1339, the Palish pilots faced an enemy which had modern equipment, and the ratio of
the Polish airforce to the Luftwaffe over Foland was approsimately 1:5. Despite this, the Polish fight
ers did not shirk the fight and although they were well aware of their hopeless situation they tried
‘o carry out their mission as bestthey could. Unforturately, with eveny passing day of the Septemn-
beriZampaign that became more and more difficult .

After having playead two parts, the winner of the game 15 detenmined In the following waly:

a)
]
o)

If both parts were won by the Germans, the winnaris the PFolish player who did not lat
any German bomber reach Warsaw for the longest perod of tme.

If both parts were won by the Polaes, the winner s the Polish player who ended the game
first.

If one part was won once by the Poles and once by the Germans, the winner 1s the play-
ar who was wictorous In both casas,

Example: Andrzej commanded Poles in first part and was defeated by +ukasz in 7th
round. In second round, playing Luftwaffe, Andzej won in 6t round. It means Andrze]
LWwins theentire game, because, playng Poles, he lost in a later phase thantukasz.

Flesse note: inthe event of 3 draw in the nurmber of rounds (8.g. the Poles iost tuace i the Fth ourd)
the winner s decded by the difference in the number of planes (not mecessaniy damaged) with
wehich the Foles ended the [ast ound. If this does not ndicate the winner, 3 draw wall be dedamed.

FUEL GAUGE

Cne of the problerms the Luftwaffe had during its fights over Poland
was the limited range of theirfighter planes. Insufficient fuel forced
the Messerschmitt Bf 109s to avoid long combats with the Paolish
fighters. O the first day of the war as many as 11 German fighters
planes failed to retum from their flights to Warsaw due to damages
and lack of fuel. Howewer, the \Wehrmacht's rapid advances allowed
the Germnans to mowe theirfighters to airfields | doser to the front-
line.

Fuel consumption Is & marked off at the every round on the fuel gauge placed In the corner of
the board. At the end of the round, the Polish player mowes the fuel consumption Indicator to
the next mark. The gauge has double meaning. It may contrbute to the Polish side winning
the round *In tme" and can decide on draws after both parts have been played.

Inthe game has been used a photo of anonging BF1029s sole sunvvor in Poland) fuel gauge




FIGHTERS

In"11T, the visibly lower speed and weakfirepower of the Polish FZLE1Y7 aircraft in comparison to the
German fighters was taken into acoount. The assets which gave the Polish pilots advantages during
aerial duels weretheir excellent training, the will to fight, and the maneuverability of the F1ls.

THE MOVE PHASE

Durng a single round German fighter maly, but 15 not required to, moue one twa, or three
fields Inany diraction. The Polish fightar may, but Is not required to, moue ane or two flalds.
Alrcraft cannot fly owver or stop on afleld already occupled by another alcaft token. During
the mowe phasa, an unlimited number of alrcraft can fly through an empty fleld.

The players decide on the order of mowing the flighters, but they must remember that
once all the alrcraft have been mowved and the shoot phasa begins the tokens must remaln in
place.

Please note: According to the order from the General Headguarters fobidaing fiying ouver Warsaws,

the Polish fighters are not allowed toenter the fieid wath the anti-airaft artilery. This feld s conside -

red by the Folish side as oocupied.

THE SHOT PHASE

During one round, one fighter may
attack only one enamy alrcraft.
Conducting an attack on an enamy
plane with two or more machines
Is allowed. The effectivensass of

the attack & determined by a roll
of the shoot dice. The farther the
plane flles, the less time for shoot-
Ing it has. This means that a Ger-
man flighter which has flown ouer
threaflelds & not allowed to shoot
any meore. If it has moved overtuwo
flelds It can shoot with one die. Af-
ter mowing one fleld it can shoot
with two dice. If itdid not hawe to
mowve at all bacause an opponant’s
token was on the nelghboring fleld, ..
It can make mills with all three dice

[see the table]. Similary, a Pol-
Ish fighter s not allowed to shoot any more after having moved two flelds, and after having
moved ong It E allowed to shoot with one die. If it did not make a mowve as the opponent's
token was located onthe nelghbtonng fleld, It may shoot with two dice,




DETERMINING THE OUTCOME OF A SHOT

Dice are thrown to detemmine the outcome of a shot. When you throw the symbol of your
own alr force on a die— the cross In the case of the Luftwaffe, or the chessboard Inthe case of
Poles— you hawve a hit. The token of the fighter which has been hit should then be tumed to
the *damaged’ side. Two hits mean that the plane has been shot down and Is rmoved from
the game. Extra shots do not count.

&" W.' W w effects of

shooting
shots  MEE @ mm




As the dice are being miled, and only after aif the fghters have made their moves, remembering who s
toshoot at wehom and at what strength s sormetimes difficedt. Thos, 10 shooting markers ae attached
tothe game to make it easier. During the mowvestage, you can placea shooting marker on theattac
kimg plane, 5o you will iow how many dice you have to roll during the “shot phase”. Take the sho-
oting mankers off the attackng planes after deciding upon the successve shots in the sequence chosen.
Using the shooting markers is not obligatory but it makes performing omplex 2tacks much aasier.

THE END OF THE DUEL
The maijority of the Pursuit Brigade’s fights were witnessed by the inhabitants of the towns near
‘Warsaw. They saw planes performing incredible ewolutions in the ain with parachutes opening as
pilots bailed out, and planes crashing downward in flames or leaving the fighting area with a trail of
smake behind thern. The impressions of the dynamic clashes of the fighters were empowerned with
the roar of the powserful engines and the rattle of the aircrafts machine guns. The situation in the air
changed every few seconds.

Although this element of the game may create cer-
taln difficulties at the beginning, It deary shows
thespeciflc features of fighting In the alr and the
differences In maneuverabllity betusen the Ger
man and Polish alrcraft.

A German fighter misses the target and — Irme-
spective of the outcome of the encounter it has to
fly to the fleld located on its exact opposite side.

When there is anather plane (i{})) orthe edge
of the board on the ather side of the target, you
must choose one of the two flelds bordering both
thetarget and the fleld on the opposite side of the
target (field ) or IE)). f these fields are occuplad,
you must choose one of the tuwo flelds borderng
bath thetarget and the place whers the shoating
started (flzid €% or G). If all fue flelds bordering
thetarget are occupled, the plane mmains motlon-
less after shooting (e stays on the fleld @J.

Regardless of the outcome, a Polish fighter
may choosa any of the free flelds bordering the
target, apart from the field 1t started shooting from
felds ), €, €Y or ). The plane remains mo-
tlonless after shooting {).e. stays on the fleld @J
only when all the flue flelds borderng the target
are occupled. Fleld Warsaw” () s conskersd by
Polish planes as eocuplad.




If more than one plane declares shooting at the same target and the plane has been shot
dowwn after the first attack, the mandatony flight to the other side of the attacked target is
performed by all the planes that cannot change the alm of attack ().

BOMBERS

To ergage with the maneuverable fighters, many Messerschmitts were dispatched at the same
timeto escort the bombers. However, even without escorting fighters, the bombers were not en-
tirely deferseless. The German Heinkels were faster than the Polish "Elewens” and fire from a guniner

could damage or shoot down the attacking aircraft with an acourate burst.

Bomeers' sHOTS

The bomber shoots by roling only one shoot dig, and, unlike the fighter does not fly to the
otherside of the aduversary afterfiring. The bamber shoots durng the same phase as fighters,
but it makes its move only after all the outcomes of all the shots have been determined, 2. In

the next phase.
R

THE BOMBERS MOVE
The bomber's mowve |s the Luftwaffe player's last action inthe round. it may mowe at the rate
of one ortwo flelds par round.



SHOOTING DOWN THE BOMBER

am outoome
Sinca the bomber is a heawily armoured of shot
alrcraft, to be shot down it must be . J—
hit at least twice In one ound. It may o

be hit by more than one alrcraft. If the
bomber & only hit once durng a round,
nothing happens. If It Is hit twice durng
a mund, the part automatically ends.
Hits from previous rounds do not count
In subsequant rounds.

DAMAGE AND REPAIRS

Since there were no oppartunities to get replacement aircraft, the werk of the mecdhanics from the
Pursuit Brigade turned out to be crucial. In war conditions they worked miracles to repairthe dam-
aged machines and get therm ready for fighting. One of the Luftwaffe’s priorities during the attacks
on Warsaw was to discover and destroy the field airstrips from which the Pursuit Brigade’s planes
took off. Due to very good camouflage — ower 100 trees were used to hide the planes that had their
base on the Zielonka airfield - the objedtive was not accomplished while the Polish Air Force sta-
tioned there. The Germans discovered the abandoned airfields only after the Wehrmacht tightened
its circle arcund VWarsaw.,

When a fighter is hit during the battle, the plane token has to be tumed to the side with
smoke. The damaged fighter Is not fit forfighting and cannot attack other planes. Howeuer, it
canfly at its normal spead. The Polish side can to repalr its planes.

In order to repalra plans a move
has to end on one of the alrflelds.
The damaged plana has to be cow-
erad with a camouflage token.




This kind of place cannot be at-
tacked by an enamy's aircraft.
A fleld with a camouflage token
Is corslderad as occupled.

At the beginning of the Po-
lish players next mowe, the ca-
mouflage token has to be taken
off and placed baside the board.
The repalred plane has to ba tur-
nad Into the *undamaged” side
and & ready to continuea figh-
ting at once. Only one plane at
a tme Is allowed In the alrflald.

CLOUDS

Clouds had a significant impact on aerial fighting. They made it possible to surprise the enemy, give
coverto bombers and fighters in difficufty, and limited both the possibility of recognition and the wi-
sibility of targets on earth. Howewver, difficult weather conditions could significantly reduce the abi-
lities to effectively m@my out their combat missions. This was the case, farinstance, on 2 September
1939,

If a plane ends Its mowe In a cloud it can neither attack nor be attacked. Inorder to be able to
attack an enemy plane In the next round, i has to leave the cloud first and only then can it
shoot. A plane can fly through a doud without losing speed and enter the doud when flying
ouer after a shot (the end of the duel).




THE ANTI-AIRCRAFT ARTILLERY

The anti-aircratt artillery can significartly help the Polish player defend Warsaw. Howeuver, it is inca-
pable of defending the capital dty without support from fighters.

Im his round, the Polish player may dec
lare a shot from the antl-alrcraft artille-
ry at a selected enemy alrcraft which
Is located on the flelds within artilizry

range marked on the board. A shot
from @ dstance of one fleld from War-

saw (1) Is determined by the roll of
ona die, onto the fleld bordenng Yar-
saw (M) by the roll of wwo dice, and on
a Warsaw field () the shot Is made
Lwith threa dice (this only applies to fi-
ghters, since a bomber token on the
Warsaw fleld automatically ends the
part).

An artillery shot Is decided by the
same princlples as the plane shots,

Flease note: When attacking a bomber,
hits of the anti-aimraft artifery can be
cornbined with hits made in the same
rownd by fighters.

Badge of the 1stWarsaw
Artl-aircrafiAmilery Regment



SAMPLE ROUND OF THE GAME

In phase1, a Luftwaffe
player decides to attack
with allthe fighters and
bombers. Planes IF and
2 arc jointly attacking
onetarget, and afighter
I5 striking Individually. The
bomber &Y declares shot
at a Folish fighter, butthe
bomber &) cannot declare
a shot at a plane hidden In
the clouds.

In phase Z, plane i shot
down the enemy. Plane 9
makes an obligatony flight
to the fleld located on the
other side of the declared
target. Afterthe attack, the
plang 6 cannaot fly to the
fleld occupled by plans (1 ]
and salects afield out of
range of the ant-alrcaft ar-
tillery. The bombar ﬂ mis
sesand in phase 3, It hides
In a cloud. Bomber ) flles
o flelds towards Warsadw,




In phase 4, pla-

ne ﬂ blocks the
bomber's way and
fighters 9 and 9
attack the other
ang. Tha antl-alr-
craft artillary 4
opens fire at one
of the Messersch-
mitts.

In phase 5, the
Folish player gets
lucky. Planes (2]
and ) marage
ta hit the bom-
ber tuice, which
meant that It has
bean shot down,
andthe artilleny
damages a Ger-
man fighter €).

In phase &, the Po-
lish player moves
the fuel consump-
thon gauge onto
the next fleld €.
The Genmmans will
start round 5.

Will the Poles be able to shoot down a bomber before it reaches Warsaw?



History oF THE PursuiT BriGADE

g
The defense of the Polish sky in Septamber 1938, induding the fierce aerial battles over Warsaw, is

undoubtedly one of the most stirring episodes in the histony of Polish militarny avistion. Contrary

to Goebbeks” propaganda, which some historians quoted even today, the Polish air foroes were not

destroyed on the ground during the first day of the war. On1 September, the Luftwaffe discovered

only training planes or planes which were unfit ta fly on the Polish airfields. The flying planes had

already been waiting for a few days on well-camouflaged field airstrips, ready to begin their hemic

but- as itturned out— unequal confrontation.

Tha most valuable asset of Pollsh aviation before the outbreak of the war were the pl-
lots who had tralned at the famous Eaglets’ School in Deblin, among other places. Be-
fore the war, Polish engineers had developed thelr own aviation constructions which
galned worddwide respect. At that time Poland was one of few countries which
exported militany planes of Its own manufacturing. Although ambitious develop-
ment plans had been made, Poland— which had been reborn In 198 after 123 years
of partitiens and a devastating war with Sowlet Russia (1919-1921) — was develo-

ping a modern Industry from scratch, and In economic terms simply could not afford The Bage

to keep up with the arms race the German Third Relch had Initiated. The Germans i e PallshAlr
possessed notonly the most advancad Industry In the world, but also had excel- Fore College
lent designers. It s encugh to say that the mto of the war budgets of the Polish and aiym
Cerman aviation forces was 1150! Hence, the Polish pllots started fighting equipped

with the planes of Polkh construction and production, which were regarded as modarn inthe
middle of the 1930s, but in 1939 were less advanced than the Luftwaffe alrcraft.

What Is more, the old-fashioned Polish war doctrine did not provide forthe broad com-
bat use of modem kinds of weaponny such as awviatlon and anrmoured divislons. Polish militany
avlation did not constitute a separate armed force, and was Intended to play an ausiliary roke
to the land forces. Hence, great attention was pald to the so-called accompanying aviation
{close-range reconnalssance and cooperation with the Army) it tumed out, howewear, that in
tha reality of a modem war characterised by a great amount of artl-aircraft artillzny and in-
tensive enemy aeral activities, such machines wers practically defensalass.

In 1529, the Polish alrforces werne unprepared forthe war, and were still on the verge of
Implementing the planned changes. The plans for reorganising aviation were developead fore-
seeing both the replacement of older machines by more modam equipment, and the change
of the concapt of aviation usage In modern warfare. The plans were to have been imple-
mentad by 1942, In 1939, Foland had already had prototypes of modam Polish planes. Tha
temporary solutlon — upon the launch of the serial production — was to buy the equipment
In France and Great Britain {Including WO fighters). But the planes purchased were dispatchead
too late and they did not reach Poland.

Afterthe annesation of Austra by Germany InMarch 1928 and Czechoslovakla In March

15939, Hitler's aggressive stance towands Poland Intensified. This Induded a dermand to in-



corporate Gdarisk into Germany and to form an ex-tertorial communication strip to East

Prussia. Due to that sttuation, the Avlation Staff of the General Staff of the Polish Army

developed a new plan forthe Polish Alr Force in case of war. The Polish Alr Force was to

be divided Into two groups:
— the attached alr force, under the direct command of the Commander in

Chief, consisting of the Pursult Brigade and the Bomber Brigade; and
—  the Ammy Alr Force, attached to sl Armiles and one Indepandent Opar-

atlonal Group.

The Fursult Brigade was composad of two squadroens of fighters of the 1st Badge of tha 15t
Warsauw Flying Regiment from Warsaw. It consisted of the 1lith, 112th, 13th and FYing Regimer
114th fighter escadrilles. Thesa forces were later supplemerntad by the 123rd Fighter Escadrille
of the 2nd Flying Regiment from Cracow. Thus, theme were 53 planes In the Brigade, with 10
old-fashloned FZLF¥a planes among them. A bright fighter pllot, Col. Stefan Pawlikouwskl,
was nominated Commander of the Brigade. His deputy was Col. Leopold Pamuta ("an excal-
lent pllotand an eccentric person” as he was described), and the Chief of Staff was Major Eu-
genlusz WWyrwickl (thought to be one of the most talented fighter commanders).

The Brigade was glven the task of defending the GreaterWarsaw area, since It was obul-
ous that Warsaw would be the target of the first en- r
emy attacks. Okecle Alnport, as the most Important
avlation center In Poland, was also threatened with
oneof the first Genman air ralds. It was then decided
that the Brigade's escadnlles would be located In
carefully selected temporany airflelds nearWarsaw, in
Zielonka and Ponlatduw. Obory, +a)sk, Radzikdw and
Zabordw were named as the substitute alrflelds.

A monitoring netwaork, consisting of 800 obser
vation and reporting polnts located concentrically all
ouer the country, was to provide Information on en-
ami alrcraft flying ouer Polish tarmtany,

Major Wynwickl developed a system for dviding the aeral area around Warsaw Intao
code sectors. The system allowed the Brigadd's planes to be quickly directed tawards the on-
coming enamy. Apart from the Pursult Brigade, the entire system was supplemented by antl-
alrcraft artillery on the ground, as well as varous kinds of fire brigades, medical services and
tralned groups of volunteers, Including high-school students and soouts.

The Fursult Brigade was to Interce ptthe enemy planes around Warsaw, and the major fa-
cllities of the city were to ba defended by appropriately distrbuted antl-alrcraft artilery (@ total
of 98 cannons and companies of heavy machine gurs). In the event of night rakds, the antl-
alrcraft floodlghts and the so-called *acoustic watch’ were to be used to locate the enamy
planes.

The natiznal mobllization orders for the aviation units, ant-alcraft artilieny and emergan-
cy units of the Antl-alrcraft Defense were Issued on 22 August 1935, to come Into forme on




24 August. Maost of the Polish Alr Force units moved from their base airfields to the appointed
combat airflelds by 27 August.

The first aerial battle of Warld War |l started in the area of the Bug and Narw Rivers
onthe moming of 1 September1939. Almost the entire fores of the Pursult Brigade wer
then flighting against the German bombing mids escorted by fighters (3 total of a few dozen
planes). Moreover, the Brigade had to Intervene three mone times. In the afternoon, a great
bombing expedition, in which about 200 Luftwaffe planes participated, rushed off towands
Warsaw. The Pursuit Brigade, punctually infarmed by the monitanng network, took offin its
antirety; It was aked by the 152nd Fighter Escadrille of the *Modiin® Ammy, owver which tern-
tory some of the Garman planes were flying. It was the greatest power that Polish aviation
managed to accumulate at one time In the alr during the September Campalgn, consist
Ing of about 30 fighter planes. After the ferocious Polish attack, the German bombers
dmopped thelr bombs in panic onto the flelds and returmed to East Prussia.

On 2 September, due to heavy overcast and moming mist, the enemy com-
menced flights towards Warsaw relatively late and no dashes were recorded. In
the afternoon, a few enemy planes made thelr way ower Okecle Alrport.

On 3 September, the first clash of fighters In the war took place over Zielonka and
Rembertdw. 18 planes from the 11tth and M2th escadrlles took off against 18 German Badge of the
Messerschmitt BE109 and 110 planes. To the surprise of the German pllots, who had Li:"d;:i"'”
been sure of the ovenuhealming technological superlortty of thelr machines, the Luft-
waffe kxst.2 planes (1 was damaged) Inthat battle. Unfortunately, the Poles pald for that suc-

Cess With a loss of 5 planes.

The Brigade started to experience its first logstical problems — the intense activity of the
fighters (250 dogfights in three days) ked to the exhaustion of fuel resenses, and replacemerts
did not reach the destination points. Many spare parts were lacking, which prevented quick
repalrs of the planes on the spot. As leaving them onthe alrlelds exposed them to the risk of
belng discoverad, a decision was taken to mowve the planes to alrflelds located on the west-
ern skle of the capital, to Zabordw and Radzikéw. The Brigade lost 18 planes (34% of the inl-
tlal number), and the monitonng netweork became Incrasingly ineffective as
a msult of bombardments, sabotage of telephons
lines, and the Wahrmacht's advances. The
Information from the monitoing netuwork
was therfore supplemeanted with infor-
mation from a tempararny monitaring
polnt located on the Prudential, the
tallest bullding In Warsaww.

On 4-6 September, the Bri-
gade took off a total of 10 tmes,
but with a smalker and smallar :;%mmirgz:m plane
number of planes; it was Incapable  shot down on 1 Seprember1939 during the
of stopping the ever more Intensive defense of Warsaw, by Lt Gabezewicz




Luftwaffe attacks. During this perod the Brgade eliminated 27 enemy alrcaft from the battle,
paying the price of 18 machines (lost) and 9 pilots (killed or wounded).

Inthe aftemoon of & September, part of the Brigade supported the 'Poznard’ Army in lig-
uldating German planes in the area of Unkedw and Koo,

The lack of replacements for the planes shot down, the serlous shortages of fuel and Im-
portant spare parts (propellers, links for ammunition belts) as well as the mechanical fallures
of the engines under difficult fleld conditions reduced the unit's efficlency. in the evening of
tha th, the Brigade was orderad to leave the area of Warsaw. Whan it mouved its base tothe
vicinity of Lubiin, the Brigade had only 18 planes (34% of tts original numben)!

As of 7 September 1939, Warsaw was not defended from the alr, so the city's only means
of defense was the antl-alrcraft artlleny, which on that day had 32 gurs. These were too
maodest a way of guaranteeing the efficlent defense of a city of overa millon Inhabitants
against aerial attacks. After 18 September, when the cirde around Warsaw was tightly sealed
and the Battle of the Bzura, which engaged the German alr forces, came to an end, the Luft-
waffe Intensified its ralds on Warsaw. They became Increasingly tarmorst in nature, destroy-
Ing resldential districts of the city, churches and hospitals. The effect was multipled by the
constant fire of the German artileny.

The assaults reached thelr apogee on Monday 25 Septemnber. The dty was continuously
bombed from air and ground for ower 10 howrs. Even transport alrcraft participated In the at-
tack, with Incendlary bombs belng dropped from them by hand. A total of almost 600 tons
of bombs was dropped on ¥Warsaw on that day, not counting thousands of artillery shells.
The military losses were disproportionate when compared to those of the cuilian population.
‘Black Monday, as the inhabitants of Warsaw dubbed that day, had a significant impact on
the decision to surrenderthe Polish capital. The capttulation was signed on 28 September.

Dwuring the defense of Warsaw in 1935, 2000 soldiers were killed in the city and owver
15,000 were wounded. The losses of the dulllan population, howewer, amournted to 10,000
killed and 50,000 wounded. After the capitulation of Warsaw, it was assessed that about

The personnelof the 117th and 12t Fighmar
Escadriles forming the com bined llli
Fighrer Squadron] one year before the
ourireak of the war. Inthe phoo:

1. Cpr. Flot Zdzistaw Krasnodebskl,
Comrmander of the llli1 Squadron

2 Cpt. Flot Gustaw Sidorowlcz,

Comrmander of the N2ch Escadille




4000 bulldings (25% of the total number) had been destroyed and ower 8000
buildings damaged (50% of the total number). E

After? September, the remaining part of the Polish fighterforces
was concentrated on a few alrflelds near Lublin in order to reorganize,
but these plans wemr cancelled due to the rapid advance of the Wahr-
macht. The Pursutt Brigade recelved chaotic, often contradictory or
ders to move to successive alflalds, and the lack of a monitaning network, the
fuel shortages and the absence of ground services (which could not make thelr way through
roads which were crowdead and permanantly under fire from the Luftwaffe) made it im pos-
sible for the alr forces o operate efficiently. At that tme, the Polish fighters were mostly camy-
Ing out reconnalssance and llalsen misslons, although there were sporadic dogfights in which
4 German planes and 1 Soviet plane were shot down.

The Polish Command was watting forthe transports of the planes purchased abmoad,
which had previously been announced. Some pllots were to bring them owver from Romani-
an ports and tain on them. The attack on Germany by the Westem allles, France and Great
Britaln — which was expected according to the treatles Poland had signed — was not coming.
On W September 1939, however, the Red Army Invaded Foland from the east, acoording to
a secret agreement signed with Hiter. In this situation, the Pursult Brigade was given the or
der to cness the border with Romania and mowe the rescued planes them, to continue fighting
dbmoad and eventually liberate the Polish homeland.

It Is wery difficult to precisely determine the kosses which the Polsh pllots inflicted on the
Mazl Luftwaffe. Many original docurments have been lost. For many years, there have been
controversies among historians conceming this matter. Howewer this & not the most impor-
tant ksue. The Polish fighter pilots were fighting with unprecedentad courage and proved
their mastery of the art of flying. Defickencies inequipment and materials, as well as lll-con-
sidered tactical declslons, prevented them from playing the role adequate to thair courage
and bravery. In the coming war years, they showed again and again how much they were
worth and what sacrifices they were ready to make.

TheBadge of
a 1=z Class Pllot

3. Cpu. Plion Tadeusz Cipulskl, Commander of
thel1zh Escadrilie
4. Lt PiotWolech Januszewicz



e

Cer. piLoT Gustav Siporowicz ,,Gus” (1905-1993)
Atthe age of 14, he @n away from home
to enterthe ranks of the Polish Army and
take part inthe Polish- BolsheuikWar, but
he was not corscripted because he was
too young. He rose to the rank of milita-
ny pllat In 1933, and from 1934 he saned In
thi 15t Flying Regiment in Warsauw.
In September 1939, as a comman-
der of the Mith Fighter Escadrille, ha
prepared the fleld alrstrip in Zia lonka
forthe Pursult Brigade.

On1 Septernber 1935, during his third
combat flight, he was shot down during
a dogflght over'Warsaw. Wounded and
burned, he was sentto aWarsaw hospl-
tal, from which he ranaway In Febru-
ary 1940, He soon began his activithes
In the Aerial Department of the Home
Ammy (Armia KEjowa, AK— the Polish Resistance) underthe pseudonym 'Spamrow’, IFE- £
1942, he was amested by the Gestapo and sentenced to death. After a spectacular es-
cape from the prisen, he mowved to the Cracow reglon where he participated In prepar-
Ing aerial posts forthe Home Army. He took an active part in COperation Bridge — transporting
to England machine parts as well as the German plans for theW1 and V2 ockets, obtained by
Paolish Intelligence. In 1945, he was amested by the NEVD, sentenced and deported to the Ural
to waork In salt and lead mines. He retumed to Poland in1947, although he was persecuted by
the UB (Communist secret police) as a pre-war officer of the Polish Army and a soldier of the
Haorme Army, and so he had difficulties finding a job. He retumed to professional flying In 1956
as a pllotof the escue aviation wher he worked until retirement.
Gustaw Sidorowlcr on the first aeral battle of WordWar II
My heart was beating furiously. We asked ourselves: are they going with a fighter escort or not? \We ap-
proached the Bug and Narew line. Below me, | saw plane formations going towards Warsaw... | have
the transmitter tumed to ‘receive’, in the headphones | can hear the rattling of gunfire. The M2th Esca-
drille had already entered the fight. We have attacked! We were flying in a rather loose formation;
the betieen the sections was about 170-220 yards , to hawe room for maneu-
ver. The Germnan formations were broken and the individual dogfights start:
ed. There was a seething mass so it was difficult to determine who, where,

¥
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whiorm and what was happening. The fields beneath us swirled, smoke rose
after the bomb explosions. These were Heinkels, which in orderto get better
maneuwverability and speed, dropped their bormbs on the fizlds and started
to escape north, striking badk at our attacking planes with intense fire from
their on-board weapors.
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Lr. picor WouciecH Januszevicz ,Woutex™ (1911-1940)
He wanted to becomse a teacher. He changed
his plans, hawewet and after gaduating from
the Infantny Cadet School he applied for senice
In awiation. In1935, he became a pilot of recon-
nalssance and bomber planes, and aftercomphs-
ting a coursa of aduancad flyIng he was ap-
pointed to the Mth Fighter Escadrilie. After

tha Germans shot down Captain Sidoro-

wicz, he acted as the escadrlle commander
through the entire defensive war of 1929,

He was one of the most effective pllots of
the Fursult Brigade. He recorded 3 kills during
the defensa of Warsaw: two Ju &7 dive bomb-
ars and one Bf 110, In a solitary fight against
four Messerschmitts. He was shot downon &
September and was forced to land, although he
was not wounded. On 18 September, togethear
with his unit, he crossad the Romanian border
and headed for France by sea. During the French Campalgn, he fought as a commander of the
Polish W-formation attached to the French Fighter Squadron. After the surrender of France, he e—.
reached Great Britaln wia Tuniska and Gibrattar. He fought inthe Battle of Britaln within the ¢
ranks of 303 Fighter Squadron. He was killed on 5 October 1940 dunng a solitany dcgflgh;.
with a B 105, Waolckech Januszewicz was decorated with theVirtut Militar Silver Cross
and three times with the Medal of Valour,

Report of an eye-wdiness of Lt. Janusz ewlcr’s solitary fight against four Bf H0s

At one moment, a Polish PZL dashed from the direction of the airfield like a wasp. In the blink of an eye,
a small plane literally bit into a derse formation of one of the groups of airplanes. Real hell broke out inthe
air. All crews of the German planes were shooting. There was a rattle of the PZL machine guns. The shells
wereraining noisily on dwellingsin Zielonka, Holding our breath, we were cbserving from a roof {ignoring
the commen serse), the incredible dusl of a Polish fig hter with a number of enemy machines. It lasted far
quite a long time - a few minutes. We suddenly noticed that the Germans ceased firing and, giving upthe
idea of shooting down the abtrusivefighter, rushed up into the clouds. But not all of them, one remained.
| will never forget what happened nedt. it was afierce, life or death dogfight. Short bursts from machine
guns and cannons and the highest quality combat acrobatics of the Polish fighter were a thrilling but
a fascinating show. We had not even had time to notice when the PZL sud-
denly appeared just behind the plare with black crosses. [t did not let go. Like

lightning, burst after burst, he was sending rounds into the German plane’s fu-
selage and engine. Black smoke belched from the right engine. The plane, with
a long tail of smicke, started towards Struga. It crashed after several kilometers.
A tall cloud of black smoke marked the place where it hit the ground.



@

Lr. piLor WitoLp Lokveiewskl , Beav Toro” (1917-1990)

He wanted to become a cavalryman but
belng fascinated with avlation, he entared
the Polish Alr Force Acadermy In Deblin.

In 1938, he was allocated to the

112th Fighter Escadrilla in which

he fought In September 1939, After

the struggle ended In Poland, he rachad
France via Romania and defended the dty
of Romorantin,

During the Battle of Britaln, he
fought in the famouws 303 Fighter
Squadron, shooting down 5 Ger-
man planes and getting the tithe of
fightier ace. On 13 March 1942, he was shot
down owver France and taken captive. He
made a few ursuccessiul escape attempts.
Afterthe liberation of the POW camp by
the Red Armuy, he retumed to Great Brit-
aln. He was the last commander of the 203
Squadron (untll 9 Decamber 1946).

In 1247, he returned 1o Poland but the communist secret police (UEB) forced him to work
outside aviation. He returned to the military awiathon in 1956 and performed varous func-
tions, also Incommand. In 1969, he was appointad a militany attaché to the Polish Peoplds

Republic Embassy In London. The Polish pllots who chose emigration after the war treat-
ed him with great resanve due to his"service to the communists”. He was decom@ted with,
amang athers, The Virtutl Milttarl Silver Cross, tuslce with the Cross of Walor, the British Distin-
quished Flying Cross and the French Crolk de Guearne,

Witold toludewsi's report on the attach at Ju &
Oin & Septermber oursection of 3 planes is patrolling the area west of Warsaw. We areflying back andforth
frorm Kampinas to Mszczondw. There is silence inthe headphones. The commanding post is silent Weare
locking around, trying to spot the enemy. The first half an hour passes. There is noone in the air Weare
flying the northern course on the altitude of 3,800 ft. The plane on my left hand side waves its wings and
the pilot points to the earth with his hand. | cast a glance and | see 9 planes flying the
easkern course on the altitude of B.200 ft.. \We turm the planes over and dive.
In @ mament, | recognize Ju &7s. They are flying unescorted. Hawing

a huge advantage of altitude and speed, we approach thern.
| have the German in my sights. | open fire at a dose range.
| finish my attack. | go up, make a turn and again havea Ger-
man in front of me. They are now dose to the suburbs of Warsaw. There is smake coming out of
one plane but | am not sure whether it is the one | was attacking...



Lr. piLot ALEksaMDER Gabszewicz ,, Count Sanpy”™ (1911-1983)

He applied for the senvice in aviation after
having graduated the Infartny Cadets g
School and In 1936, he was po- ==
sitioned to the 113th Fighter
Escadnlle. On 1 September
1939, together with Corporal Pllot
Miawiara, he recorded the first wictory

of the Pursult Brigade shooting down a He

M. Onthe same day, Inthe aftemoon, he

was shot down and bumt, and saved his life
parachuting.

After Poland's defeat, he reached
France via Romania where In 1940, he com-
manded the Polish saction attached to
a French Fighter Squadmn. Durng the Bat-
tle of Britaln, he fought In the ranks of Mo,

607 Squadron RAF. In Mowvember 1940, he

was allocated to the 303 Fighter
Squadron and In Februany 1941 to the 316 Fighter Squadron, later becoming Its com-
mander. 3ince 1943, he held high functiens in the PolshAlr Forces in the West and In
1944, alsc fought Inthe USAAF (the & Fighter Squadron).

After demaobilization of the Polish Alr Forces in 1947, he did not return to the countny and
remained abroad until his death. In1992, according to his will, his ashes were disparsad inan
Independent Poland over Digblin where he was trained as a pllot, and ower Ponlatdw near
Warsaw from where he took off to conduct his first fights. General Brigadler Gabszewlcz was
decorated, amaong others, with the Virtutl Militar Slver and Gold Cross, four times with the
Medal of Valor, and with the British Distinguished Flying Crass. Hawing 9 confirmed kills dur-
Ing the war he occuples tha &th place amaong the Polish acas.

A lekisander Gabszawier's reportonthe Pursuit Brigade's first victony
A strange spectade — the streaks of my bullets reached the bomber and hit it A large spark appears and
then dies. | saw many of these fires. Suddenly | === {and it seemsto me that | hear) an esplosion. Thefla-
me and smoke come out frorm the Kraut's left engine. His plane lags behind the section as a horse halted
with reirs. Strange things are falling down out of the damaged plane — the bombs. The pilot

turns left and goes down. The plane is strangely slow. | no longer
hawve prablerrs with chasing it. The Heinkels shooker is still defen-
ding the plane. Suddenly, he becomes silent. | approach the

plane again. The rifle’s barrel on the tail is positioned upLwards,

itis motionless andsilent. | see the shooter with his head resting
on the right starboard. The Heinkel is losing speed. In the last moment, being no higher than
two meters abowe the ground, it hits a solitany tree with its left wing. Dirtand dust...



Lr. piLotr Tapeusz Sawicz . Rat” [1914-2011)

He defended\Warsaw in the mnl-'j//

of the114th Fighter Escadrille. e
O 4 September afterthe Ger- 3
mans shot down the Escadrille’s De-
puty Commander, Lt. 5zatowsk), hetook
ouer his position. On 14 September 1939, he
flew alone from Valhynia to the beskaged
Warsaw and back with the Supreme Com-
mandars orders.

In late autumn of 1939, he reached
France via Romanla, Yugoslavia and Italy.
Hefought Inthe Polish section attached
to the French Fighter Squadron. Aftarthe
defeat of France he reached England and
took part In the final stages of the Battle of
Britain within the ranks of the Polish 303

Squadron. In194, he was allocated to the
316 Squadron and In 1942 ap- Y W

o

pointed the commander of the 315 Fighter Squadron. In 1944, he was flying In the
Amercan Alr Forces (the 61 Fighter Squadmen of the USAAF),

After demobillization of the Polish Alr Forces, he inftially settled down In England
but then iImmigrated to Canada. Tadeusz Sawicz, as probably the only allied pilot of
WorldWar llfought precisely through its entire course from 1 September 1939 up to 8 May
1945, He was the last iving Polkh pllot veteran of the Pursult Brigade and the participant of
the Battle of Britain.

General Brigadier Sawicz was decorated with, among others, the Virtutl Militar Siluer
Cross, four times with the Madal of Valor and with British and American medals. Durng the
defense of Warsaw, he shot down 2 planas.

%

Tadeusz Sauda about his first dogfight withMaesserschmiitts
| attacked and fought an Me-109 at an altitude of 9.800 fu. After the strike, the German dived and | ac-
companied him tothe altitude of 3300 ft, and then he was accom panied to the ground by . FilatMierz-
wa. | noticed that one of our planes was attacked by a Messerschmitt | was too far to do something.

Atone moment | noticed that the German fired a burst at our plane

frorn a short distance. The plane was engulfed in flames
and the pilot baled out. The German opened fire on the parachu-
ting pilot. | pulled up my plane as far as | safely could and sent a burst
in that direction to make him realize that somebody was shooting at
him and to leave our pilot alore. He realized it, and flaw awsay. ..



CorponalL PiLot Henryk Fum: (1918-1947)
oy He enterad the army voluntanly. After training
__,r : In the Regiment's school of pllots and a co-
urse of higher pllotage, he was allo- '
catedto the 123rd Fighter Escadrille
In the 2nd Flying Regiment in Cracou, -
On 1 September1939, his escadrille reported
tothe airfield of the Pursult Brigade In Ponlatdw.
COnthe same day, as a esultof the damages
Inflicted to his cutdated FZL F¥a during a dog-
fight, hea had to make an emergency landing. Af-
ter the Saptember defeat, he did not manage to
get to the West. He was Intemed In Hungary.
Releasad from the detentlon camp In result of an
Intervention of his family, he returned to ooou-
pled Poland and started to work as a traln opera-
tor, getting In touch with the pro-inde pendence
conspiracy. After the entrance of the Red Ammy
IM1945, he— like many of his colleagues from the resistance — came 1o the conclusion
that German occupation was replaced with the Soviet one, and contnued a partsan
war underthe pseudonyrm of *Bart’ {* Bartek™). The units of the Matlonal Armed Forces
{Marodowe SHy Zbmjne, NSZ - the rsistance organisation of Polish nationalists) under -
hi command fought up till 1947 ouwer 240 battles and skirmishes with UB inthe Pod-
beskidzie Region. On 3 May (Polsh National Day, abolished by communists) 1946, the
MN5Z units under his command organtzed a ceremonial parade In the presence of the units
of the Polish communist Army and Citizens’ Militia which decided not to Intarvene. It was an
extraordinanly spectacular explott which the local population respected, and gave him the
nickname of the'King of the Podbeskidzie’ and for which he was particulary hated by the
communist authorities. Thay usad all possible means to catch the elusive fighter for freedam,
Including torturing and tarrorizing members of his family. Ouer100 of hi soldlers were assas-
sinated by the WUB. After Captain Flame came out of hiding because of the amnesty of
1947, he was murdered by a lecal militlaman.
Report of Officer Pllot Stanksdaw Chalupa on Cpr. Flame's fight
Lt. Pilot Kawnik, after his contral column was hit by the enemy, was for-
ced to withdraw from the fighting fora while but seeing that the rema-
ining rudders were functioning properly, he decided to return inta the swarm. He would have
paid for that dedsion with his life wery soon, since when attadsed by a Messerschmitt, dueto the loss
of full maneuverability and a damaged engine, hewas simply a defenseless target forthe enemy. He was
backed, however, by Cpt. Harme concentrating all the fire upon hirself and shooting badk at the Messer
schmitt. In effect they both landed beyond the airfield with damaged planes. On that day, the pilots were
sitting until late at night, awaiting information on theirabsent colleagues, exchanging their flight impres-
sions and drawing conclusions which might be useful the next day...




FIGHTER PLANE
PIL P.1lc 'Tue ELeven'

The FZL planes’ father was englneer Zygmunt Putawskl, the designer of the all-metal F1figh-
ter plane In which he applied unique solutlons of the aerofoll and undercamiage design. They
had a speclally shaped, so-called gulf's asrofoll. In the first half of the 19205, the PZL fighters
were highly espacted In the world. On thesa days, they were modem planes with a great
endurance and manauuvemability.

The Polish Alr Force, Introducing the PZL FT planes into Its weaponny In 1932, became the
very first armed force In the world equipped with entirely metal fightars. The next In the se-
ries was PZL P11 which had a reconstructed body and wings with the possibility of installing
4 machine guns on thelr boards and providing a stronger engine. They were the basic Polish
alrcrafts In September 1939, The [ast Inthe sarles was the PZL P24, produced for expaort anly
{and on a license) to Romania, Bulgaria, Greace and Turkey. it was the first fighter plane inthe
word armed with 2 cannaons. Unfortunataly, the introduction of modern fighter planes with
a closed canopy and a retractable landing gear (as Messerschmitt BF109) by other natlons,
tumed the *Elevers’ Into cutdated equiprment; thelr spead and arms were no longer meaeting
the demands of the battleground.

In Septamber 1939, the Polish Alr Force had owver 130 PZL P11 and 30 absolutely archalc
FZL F7a. Almost all of the planes were equippead with two guns in the plane’s body because
It turned out that additional guns inthe plane’s wings shorten the plane’s range and limit 1ts
maneuwverabllity. Moreouver, In September 1939, the FEL B11s were highly explotad by several
years of sanice.

The sole survivar of Pl1c plane i stored in the Awiation Museurn in Cracow (photo). The plane has
markings of the 121st Fighter Escadrille.
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40 mm Borors wz. 36 anp wz.38 cannon "THe ZemiTH Canmon’
This gqun belonged to the most popular and effective antl-alrcraft weapons. Its construction
was developed at the turn of the 19305 by the Swedish Bofors company. The Polish Army
decided to purchase a llcensa from them In 1935, Production was started In Starachowice,
Stalowa Wola and Rzeszdw. The Bofors Company did not mass-produce thesa guns, so Po-
land was where they were manufactured to meet orders from Great Britain and the Nether
lands, amang other countnes,

The maln assets of the cannon were the accuracy and simplicity of senicing which—
cormblned with a high fiing rate (40 shots per minute) — made Ita very effective weapon
against targets at a maximum altitude of 6.500 ft. In Saptember 1939, the Folish Army had
about 350 Bofors antl-alrcraft cannons.

Apartfrom these, heawy maching guns wera also used In the antl-aircraft defence (de-
stroying targets at up to 2,600 ft), 75-mm ant-alrcraft gurs of an okder type (although they
Lwere practically useless in battle) and a small number of 75 mm WZ.36 5t modem gurs of
Follsh construction (which destroyed targets at up to 26.000 ft)

The preserved examples of the Polish anti-aircraft gurs of Septermber 1939 may be seen in several
museurTs, altheugh they are in various conditions and degree of completeness. The relatively mast
complete exhibits can be found in Russia. The 40 mm Bofors cannon is preserved in the Mussum
of the Creat PatricticWar 1941-1945 on the Polonnaya Gora in Moscow (photo) and probably the
sole survivor of 75 mm we. 36 5k cannion can be seen in the Artillery Museum in Saint

Petersburg.




MesserscHmiTT Br 109
The Bf 109 s undoubtedly the most famous Luftwaffe fighter pla-
ne. It was one of the first modem, all-metal, one seat
fighters with a retractable undercardage. It was a mo-
del planefor all planes that particlpated in'Waorld War I,
The Bf 109 accumulated thelr first combat expearances
during the operations of the Genman "Condor” Leglon In
the Spanish Civll War In 1937, In Septembear 1939, the Gemmans
were using the planes of B, C, D'and E types which belonged
then to the most modem planes in the weorld. They had an ad-
vantage overthe Folish PZL planes In all aspects apart from maneuverability. The deficlencles
of the Bf 109 Included, among others, a cramped cabin with a poorvisibility and the In-line
engine cooled with fluld which was more prone to damages than the englnes of the Polsh
PZLs. The short range of the plane made itunifit for long-lasting combat operations (nthe la-
ter stages of the war, the droptanks wera usad). In 1939, there was a total of over 330 Mes-
sarschmitts Bf 109s operating over Poland.

Another Luftwaffe fighter plane used over Poland was the two-engine Mes-

serschmitt Bf 110. it was destined to escort bombers, intercept enemy figh-
ters and carmy out assault missiors. It was heavily armed (5 machine

gunsand 2 cannons altegether) but was not highly manauvera-

ble,and had a good combat speed. During fights over Poland, there

were about a hundred Bf 110 planes participating.

Hemker He 111
According to the doctrine dominating In the middle of 1930s, it was designed as a fast tactical
bomber used for interdiction, alrfleld attack, and ground suppart, Its high speed for its time al-
loweed It to outrun enemy fighters at times. It was the successor of a passenger plane restnuc-
tured Into & bomber. The first combat exsperiences of the Ha 111 wer connactad with
the Spanish Ciull War. Owver 400 Ha 1Ms of various ty pes participated inthe Sep-
tember Campalgn. The flights over Poland showed that the armor and defensl-
ve weaponny of the plane were too weak and the machine
was not capable of defending itself alone agalnst figh-
ters. These deficlencles wene comacted In later versions
of the machine. Dunng the Battle of Britain (July- Octo-
ber1940), the He 11 was among the most damage-proof planes
and for a langer partof the war He 115 were the basic bombers of
the Luftiuaffa,
Dwring the September Campaign, apart frorm the He 111, Lufowaffe also used
Dornier Do 7 two-engine bomber and reconnaissance planes, Ju & Stuka single-engine dive bom-

bers and biplane Henschel Hs 123 planes whicdh proved to be very effectivein the battlefield, yet
ewen incidental encounters with the Polish fig hters proved that it was relatively easy to shoot them
down if they were not esoorted by Messerschmitts.



THE AircraFT In CompaRriSON k

Marimum spead Armament

—_— _ 2Zmachine guns
m b d * 0.31in
FZILFTa
*h Whygw
2 or 4 (V5 of planes)
FZILPNc machine guns 0311 in

~haimy/ D v

Messerschmitt Bf 109 D

4machine guns 0.312 in

-!.,_ ‘ ' 3 machine guns

noe - 0.32in
Heinkel He 11 P DU 4408 b of bombs
Air SepTEmBer IN Nuwpers*
Lotnictuse polskie Luftuafie
Muysliwece
0 B ol sl sl ol ot ol il sl mite wlke ol nihe ol o
0 B g ahe ol ol gl ol ol ol ol gy ol gl ol o
T?TT? G i min g 2 s cin ol i e wlke aln ok ol
- e Pn PILFF "T"T“T"‘T“'T"‘T"‘T"T"T‘(—!Hm Bf1as
Bombowce
.
. Ere TR RS RE
TSNl
o e ks
. ' b i S i i i i 2 e e 2 e T T
b g e e ol ol o i e ol e
i o b o e o, e sy o iy e Sl
Rozpoznawcze
0 B 3wl 3 3 3k 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 B
. St TEEEREEREN
14 Crapla® +Tf1+ftf == == s Mo Doir Hsize

*The figures hawe been rounded. Each plane silhauette represents 10 aircaft of the type indicated.



B

Tue Pursuit Bricape War Errort In SeptEmeen 1939

Day
Readiness
EIRTII

Warfare 1-17.09.1533
corfirmed kills

Airfields: Figlonla, Poniatduw

+++ e+t

+++++

2O
++

Airfields: Zabordw, Radrikédu

+++++

+++++

L St

+++++

+++++
++

Lubdin region

o ek

4

WANT TO KNOV MORE?

Pilots (g™ = 1pilat)

H-HI'IE{T= 1plane)

losses

AP aisd A wounded st 1 damagao

Ll . ol ol o
Ll . . .
lala

L alalalala
Lol alala

Lol s

Auatlable on Amazon and i Tunes

A Question of Honor by Lynne Olsen and Stanley Cloud.
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The Forgotten Few: The Polish Air Force in World War Il by Adam Zamoysk
Chapter 3: *Black September*
The Polish Air Force at War: The Official History Viol.11939-1943 by Jerzy B. Cynk
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